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INSURANCE. STATISTICS OF MEDICAL BENEFIT. ~~~ 
— , Sir,—Now that we have completed five years under the 
NATIONAL INSURANCE, 1914-17. National Health Insurance Act, it may be of interest to 
WALEs. ae some of your readers if I send you some statistics of the. 


A Great part of the report of the English Commission 
applies also to Wales, but there aré certain distinctive 
features which deserve notice. ; 

“The provision of immediate treatment for tuberculous 
sailors and soldiers on their discharge from the forces is in 
some respects simplified in Wales by the agreements that 
have been entered into between the Insurance Committees 
and the Welsh National Memorial Association, which has 
arranged for interim treatment pending more permanent 
treatment under schemes of Insurance Committees. 

The membership of approved societies at the beginning 
of the war was 712,458. The total income of the Welsh 
Insurance Fund for 1916 was £1,243,079 which included 
£843,291 from sale of stamps and £280,559 Exchequer 
grants, while the payments include £537,192 to societies 
for benefits and ministration, £300,102 to Insurance 
Committees for medical and sanatorium benefits and ad- 
ministration and £210000 handed over to the National 
Debt Commission for temporary investment. The amount 
distributed from the General. Medical Benefit Fund for 
1916 was £243,757 as compared with £288,068 in 1913, the 
amount having decreased every year. The panel doctors 
on January lst, 1917, numbered 1,099 against 1,222 on 
January 1st, 1915; about 164 panel doctors were serving 
with the forces. In the same period the number of 
chemists supplying drugs fell from 691 to 652. There 
were 15 approved systems or institutions providing medical 
attendance to the insured with a total membership of 
28,310, the two largest being the Ebbw Vale Workmen’s 
Medical Society with 9,611. members, and the Tredegar 
Medical Aid Society, with 5,997 members. A special table 
is given showing the increase in deaths from tuberculosis 
in Wales and Monmouthshire. In 1913 there were 2;402 


deaths from pulmonary tubercle and 788 from other forms | 


of tuberculosis, while in 1916 the figures were 2,812 and 
803 respectively; it is suggested that the increase is due 
partly to the stress and strain of war conditions and partly 
to the greater prevalence of influenza, pneumonia, and 
bronchitis in the later years. 


INVESTIGATION OF EXCESSIVE PRESCRIBING. 
Tue English Insurance Commissioners have issued a 
Memorandum I.C./237 on the procedure of Panel Com- 
mittees in connexion with the investigation of cases of 
excessive prescribing. It reminds Panel Committees that 
@ mere examination of the statistics provided by the 
Pricing Bureaux does not discharge the. duty of the com- 
mittees, and that a surcharge based on figures alone cannot 
be justified. ‘The function of the statistics is to enable 
committees to select cases which appear specially to 
require investigation; in such cases they must only be 
regarded as furnishing prima facie evidence of extrava- 
gance. Panel Committees should not confing their atten- 
tion to cases which from the statistics appear to require 
investigation, but should make what are termed “ dipping” 
examinations as a check upon the scripts of doctors whose 
average cost is not exceptionally high. Committees are 
also reminded that they are required to investigate “ from 
time to time,” and that they should not wait until statistics 
for the whole year are available. ° 


I am, 


working of the Act in my practice comprising over 1,000 
insured members in a town district. 


1913. | 1914. | 1915. | 1916. | 1917. | Ayerase 
Number of index cards _—... | 1029 | 1167 | 1080 | 1110] 1120] ol 
who received atten-| 625] 656| 657] 595 627 
on 
Total number of attendances | 5189 | 5650 | 4674 | 4675 | 4532 | 4940 
Ratio of visits a 
to attendances) | ios! 3.75 | 
Average number of attend-| 86 | 8.34! 7.12 7.6 1.15 
ances per patien 
Average number of attend-| 16 (16.76 | 13.5]125] 14.69 
ances per day oh 
Remuneration per year: ... | £386 | £341 | £364 | £354 | £352 |. £359 
8s. d.| s. d.is. d./s. di] d. 
Remuneration per attendance {1 2%) 1 631 6}1 


I keep the index register as accurate as possible, but, the 
payment is, on the average, £26 a year less than 7s. a head, 
which means, I suppose, that my list. is “inflated” to the 
extent of seventy-five persons every year. 

The attendances at the stirgery have been decidedly less 
since the introduction of the pharmacopoeia for Kent, the 
use of which undoubtedly saves the time and worry. of 
both doctor and chemist, and incidentally the drug bill.— 

Cuartes Fiera, M.D.Lond., F.R.C:S.Eng. 


Insurance Acts Committee from the Devonshire Panel 
Committee towards the costs of the Central Pool Inquiry. 


LOCAL MEDICAL AND PANEL COMMITTEES. 


Birmingham.— At a meeting of the Panel Committee on 
March 6th the memorandum issued by the Association of 
Panel Committees was considered. It was decided that no 
advantage would be gained by joining such an association. It 
was decided to appeal to all practitioners on the Birmingham 
Panel to support the War Emergency Fund of the yal 
Medical Benevolent Fund. 

Last Sussex.—At a& meeting on February 12th it was decided 
to advise practitioners in East Sussex, in view of the extra cost 
of living and working expenses, to make a general increase of 
25 per cent. in their charges. In regard to the extra mileage 
grant, it was decided that the basis of payment ought to be for 
each patient two miles or more from the doctor’s residence. an 
extra annual payment of 3s. per head on a capitation basis, and 
@ proportionate increase where payment is made on an atten- 
dance basis. A communication on the aims of the Association 
of Panel Committees was directed to lie on the table. 

Staffordshire.—At a meeting on January 29th it was resolved 
to make a contribution of 50 guineas towards the of 
the Central Pool Inquiry as a mark of: appreciation of work 
of the Insurance Acts mittee. It was resolved to ask the 
Commissioners for extra mileage for all titioners who have 
insured persons residing.more than three miles from the 
nearest doctor, at the rate of ls. per annum per mile or part 
thereof over three miles. 
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‘Northamptonshire—At the annual general meeting of the 
panel practitioners of the county held on February 19th, it was 
~ resolved that in any system of payment by capitation preference 

should be given to-rural practitioners.and such 

should vary inversely with the density of the population. A 

scheme submitted by the County Nursing Association for the 

division of fees in cases where a doctor and a midwife are both 
engaged and the doctor is. unable to attend when sent for was 
not accepted. 

West Riding of Yorkshire.—At a meeting on March 15th it was 
resolved that the injecting or administering of vaccines was a 
service of a kind which could consistently with the best interests 
of the patient be properly undertaken by a general practitioner 
of ordinary professional competence and skill. It was decided to 
inform the Insurance-Committee that the present ‘distribution 
of the mileage grant in the West. Riding is ineqnitable and 
unfair, and that it calls for reconsideration. It was decided to 
hold’ a meeting of alk the doctors on the panel in the West 
Riding area for the consideration of the position with regard to 
the application for increased capitation fee. 


PAYMENT OF HOSPITAL STAFFS FOR ATTEND- 
ANCE ON DISCHARGED SERVICE PATIENTS. 
Dr. W. A. Evetyn, chairman of the medical board of the 
York County Hospital, writing on behalf of his colleagues 
on the staff of that institution, states that they are in 
agreement with the principle maintained by the British 
Medical Association that patients for whom the State is 
liable cannot expect to be treated as objects of charity, 
and that: payment of tlie staffs of hospitals in respect of 
these patients is desirable; but they consider that such 
payment should be adequate, and that any inadequate pay- 
ment is highly undesirable—indeed, that no payment is 
desirable unless it is adequate. They consider the pro- 
posed financial arrangements for the treatment of disabled 
soldiers and sailors sent to civil hospitals entirely unsatis- 
factory. They have accordingly intimated to the house 
committee of the York County Hospital that they decline 
the terms, but are willing to treat discharged disabled 
soldiers as a charity pending an arrangement that can be 

accepted with self-respect. 


WAR EMERGENCY FUND OF THE ROYAL MEDICAL 
BENEVOLENT FUND. 

THE following further subscriptions have been received 
from Divisions of the British Medical Association in 
response to the recent appeal, and have been passed 
on to the Treasurer of the War Emergency Fund. The 
names of individual subscribers are published monthly 

in the advertisement pages of the JOURNAL. 


£s.d, 
Chesterfield Division, per Dr. H. B. Fletcher, Hon. Sec.... 2 2 0 
Southport. Division, per Dr. R. Harris, Hon. Sec. ... oo BBIO 0 
Torquay Division, per Dr. G. Young Eales, Hon. Sec. .. 2 2 0 


and Military Appointments. 


ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
TuE following appointments are announced by the Admiralty: Staff 
Surgeon J. McCutcheon to the Hindustan (temporary). Temporary 
Surgeons J. C. Blake to the Southampton, R. L. Stewart to Chatham 
Hospital. To be temporary Surgeon: E. T. D. Fletcher. 


NAvAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 
Surgeon ProbationersI.G. Williams to the Ferret, C. E. Manning 
to the Cockatrice. 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Lieut.-Colonel A. W. N. Bowen, D.S.0., to be temporary Colonel 
whilst employed as Assistant Director of Medical Services of a 


Division. 
RoyaL ARMy MEDICAL CoRPs. 

Lieut.,-Colonels L. Way and J. F. Donegan, C.B, are placed on 
retired pay. 

Major J. C. Kennedy to be Lieut.-Colonel vice Lieut.-Colonel L. 
Way retired. 

Major R. J. ©. Thompson, C.M.G., D.S.O., relinquishes the acting 
rank of Lieut.-Colonel on reposting. 

Major D. de C. O’Grady to be acting Lieut.-Colonel whilst in 
command of a medical unit, 

Captains C.A.M.C. to be temporary Captains: G. W. Anderson, 
M. C. Burke, M.C. 

Officers C.A.M.C. to be temporary Lieutenants: Captains B. S. 
Cornell, H.'B. Thompson, F. E. Webb, A. B. Earle, C. H. Aylen, 
A. Magrath, G.O. Grain, W. E. Brown, F. Williams, A. B. 
Cooke, D. G. K. Garrett, O. J. Miner; Lieutenants W. P. McCowan, 
C. O. Miller, F. H. Boone, F. Spearing, W. E. Martin, P. R. Shannon, 
S. Bardal, F. G. McGuinness, T. G. Playford, A. M. Clare, R. C. 
McLaughlin, W. F. Tisdale, T. W. Shaw, H. M. Raphael, R. R. 
MacGregor. 

To be temporary Captains: P. A. Sullivan, J. C. T. Teggart, M. P. 
Scanlon, 8. A. Bull, J. E. Rees, 8S. E. Martin, M: Murphy; temporary 
Lieutenants D. A. Crow, W. F. Cornwall, W. MeQuiban. ? 

.. N. M. Keith to be temporary honorary Captain. 


J. MaciInnes, late temporary Captain, is granted the honorary rank ~ 


of Capiain. 


‘§. Porter, E. H 
ential rate: 


Officers relinquish their commissions:— Temporary Captains: 
: . Freeman, G. E. Manning (on account of ilF healt, 

and is granted the honorary rank of Captain), T. W. Ruttledge, R. 5 

Mayberry, 'S. J. Scott, G. J. Arnold (and is granted the honorary rank: 

of Captain), H. B. Maxwell, E. B. Leech. Temporary Lieuten 

A. Welply (on account of ill health and is granted the honorary rank 

of Lieutenant), J. Temporary honorary Lieutenants: C..¢, 

ock. 


Allen, W. H. Bradd 
Vv. F. Kroenig-Ryan, late temporary Lieutenant, is granted the — 


honorary rank of Lieutenant. 

To-be. temporary Lieutenants: G. L. Gall, J. T. Cameron, N. §, 
MacNaughton, C. L. Forde, J. L. Rigby, W. Rigby, T. Ballantyne, , 
T.E. Hill, B. G. Brooke, N. McCullough, C. P. Chambers, E. D. Kinsey, ’, 
H. K. Wailer, G. E. Oates, T. J. Richardson, J. H. P. Vivian. dil 

W.'S. Rutherford to be temporary honorary Lieutenant. sat 
‘ SPECIAL RESERVE OF OFFICERS. 

Royau Army Mepicau Corps. 
‘Tjeutenant A. H. Mitchell to be Captain. 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 

‘ ARMy MgpIcaL Cores. 

Majors (temporary Lieut.-Colonels) W. Macdonald and H. C. Parsonr 
relinquish their temporary rank on an alteration in posting. = 

Lieut.-Colonel W. E. Hume remains seconded whilst holding a 
temporary commission in the A.M.5.:- 

The following officers retiré under the provisions of para 116 T.F, 
Regulations: Major R. G. Hebb, Captains F, Jaffrey and E. I. Spriggs, 

Captain G. L. L. Lawson to be Major. : ’ 

Officers seconded for duty with a general hospital: Captain (tem. 
Porary Major) A. L. Whitehead. Captains H. J. Slade, W. Gough, 
W. W.N. King, G. F.. Stones, N. Milner... 


The following relinquish their commissions: Captain R. H. ae 


Crawfurd (on account.of ill health), Captain R. Kyle (on account.of iil; 
health contracted on active service and is granted’ honorary rank , 
of Captain), Captain R. W.. Acheson (on account of ill health and ir 
granted the honorary rank of Captain). oe ; 
Captain W. Cotton isseconded. - 


VOLUNTEER FORCE, 
Kent Medical Volunteer Corps.—To be temporary Majors: W. H. FB. 
Noble, E. C. Warren, F. Brightman. ; 


APPOINTMENTS. 


Divinz, J.,M.D., C.M., Medical Referee under the Workmen’s Com- 
pensation Act, 1906, for County Court Circuit: No. 16, and to be 
attached more particularly to the Hull, Hedon, Beverley, Great. 
Driftield, Bridlington, Pocklington, Selby, Goole, and Howden 
County Courts, vice W. Holder, M.R.C.S.Eng., resigned. 

CERTIFYING Facrory Sourecrons.—E. F. W. Buckell, M.R.C.S., 
L.R.C.P., for the Newport District, Isle of Wight. Ay 4 
Crowther, M.R.C.S., L.R.C.P., for the Biggleswade District, co. . 
J. H. Murray, M.D.Edin., for the Stirling Districs,:. 
co. Stirling. 


BIRTHS, MARRIAGES, AND DEATHS. _ 


The aoe for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages,.and. 
Deaths is 6s., which sum should be forwarded. with the notice — 
not later than the first post on Wednesday morning in order to’: 


ensure insertion in the current issue, 


MARRIAGE, 


CuEvEs—Sim.—On March 25th, at Maker Church, Cornwall, by th 
Rev. F. W. Briggs, M.A., Vicar, Alex. Bruce Cheves, M.C., Captain 
R.A.M.C., son of Dr.and Mrs, Cheves, Anderton, Plymouth; to. 
Lilian. Helen, daughter of Mrs. Sim, Penshurst, Nimrod Road, 
Streatham, S.W. 


DEATHS. 

Barty.—On March 30th, in & nursing home at Bexhill-on-Sea, Percy 
John Baily, M.B., O.M., late Medical Superintendent of Hanwell! 
Asylum, aged 56. ; 

SaripMAN.—On the 24th March, at Grantham, George William Ship- 
man, M.R.C.8., L.R.O.P., in his year. 


: 


DIARY FOR THE WEEK. 
WEDNESDAY. 


HUNTERIAN Society, 1, Wimpole Street, W.—5 p.m., Annual Meeting. 
on Nervous Breakdown, to be opened by 
ry. Edwin A 


Royaw Society oF MEDICINE.—Tuesday, 5 p.m., Painful Nerves in 
Amputation Stumps, with microscopic and epidiascopic demon- 
strations, by Professor Marinesco (Bucharest) and Mr. E. M. 
Corner. Section of Odontology: Monday, 7.30 p.m., Dr. Howard 
Mummery: Tubular Enamels. Section of Psychiatry: Tuesday,, 
4.30 p.m., Dr. Ernest Jones: War Shock and Freud’s Theory of 
the Neuroses. Section of Epidemiology: Friday, 5.30 p.m., Dr. 
W. J. O’Donovan Epidemiology of T.N.T. Ilness. 


DIARY OF THE ASSOCIATION. 


Date. Meetings to be Held. 
APRIL. 
6 Sat. Insurance Acts Subcommittee (Scotland), North British 


Station Hotel, Edinburgh, 2.30 p.m. 

9 Tues. London: Grants Subcommittee, 12 noon. 

London: Organization Committee, 2 p.m. 

ll Thur. CONFERENCE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF LocanL MEDICAL 
AND Connaught -Rooms, Great 
Queen Street, London, W.C., 10 a.m, 

17 Wed. London: Finance Committee, 2.30 p.m. 

24 Wed. London: Council, Meeting. 


Printed and publisbed by the British Medica) Association at their Otfice, No. 429, Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in the County of Middlesex, 
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